FACT FILE

LOCATION: 5km off the coast of

Louisburgh, Co. Mayo. By road, Roonagh
Quay is 29km (55mins) from Westport
and 101km (2hrs 20mins) from Galway.

SIZE: 8km x 4.8km. Allow a day for

a visit to Clare Island, though at
least an overnight stay is required to
experience all that it has to offer.

POPULATION: 162

FACILITIES: Hotel, guesthouse,
B&Bs, shop, crafts, café, restaurant,
pubs, heritage centre, yoga studio,
Wi-Fi. Please see listing of tourism
providers at end of brochure.

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS: Granuaile
folklore weekend (May), Singles
Weekends (June, September),

Bard Summer School (July),

Clare Island Regatta (July).

GETTING THERE: Daily, year-
round ferries from Roonagh
pier near Louisburgh, Co. Mayo.
Sailings take 20 minutes.

Contact Clare Island Ferry Co (353
98 23737, 353 86 8515003 www.
clareislandferry.com) and O’Malley
Ferry Services (353 98 25045, 353 86
8870 814; www.omalleyferries.com).

GETTING AROUND: Visitors
can walk, hire bikes or take a bus
tour or taxi on Clare Island.

FIND OUT MORE: Clare Island
development office (353 98 26525,
www.clareisland.info),
www.discoverireland.ie/islands

DID YOU KNOW? A famous study
of Clare Island was carried out from
1909-11. Its leader, Dr. R.L. Praeger,
communicated with Charles Darwin
throughout. The study is being
updated by the Royal Irish Academy.

CLARE ISLAND 2

Home of the Pirate Queen

Once upon a time, Clare Island was the home base of Grace
O’'Malley. It was from here that Ireland’s 16th century pirate
queen (also known- as Granuaile) patrolled the Western
seaboard. It is here that she is reputedly buried- at the old
Cistercian Abbey (“Terra Maris Potens”, reads the motto —
“powerful by land and sea”). And it is from here that her
ruined castle dominates the Atlantic coast.

Where O'Malley got about by ship, today’s visitor is served by a network of looped walks.
Two of these - the Fawnglass and Knockaveena loops - plug into an island heritage that
includes Bronze Age fullacha fiadh (cooking sites) and medieval wall paintings (adorning the
Cistercian Abbey ruins). They bring walkers past natural wonders ranging from pounding surf
to Connemara ponies.

@ Overnight stay












FACT FILE

LOCATION: 9km off the coast of
Connemara. Cleggan ferry port is roughly
90km (Thr 30mins) from Galway by road,
and approx 67km (1hr) from Westport.

SIZE: 5.8km x 3.5km. Inishbofin can
be partially seen on a daytrip, but a
longer stay is highly recommended.

POPULATION: 200+

FACILITIES: Hotels, hostel (with some
camping), self-catering, cafés, pubs,
restaurants, shops, crafts, heritage centre,
picnic areas, community centre (many
are seasonal), minibus. Please see listing
of tourism providers at end of brochure.

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS: Inishbofin
Arts Festival (May); Inishbofin half-
marathon (May), Environmental
summer school (July).

GETTING THERE: Ferry crossings
operate year-round from Cleggan,
Co. Galway. Sailings take 30 minutes.

Contact Inishbofin Island Discovery
(35391 45819/45894;
www.inishbofinislanddiscovery.com).

There is a direct bus service from Galway
to Cleggan with Citylink, tel: 1890 28 08
08 or 353 91 564 163, www.citylink.ie

GETTING AROUND: On
foot, bike or by minibus.

FIND OUT MORE: Inishbofin
Community Centre (353 95
45861/45895; www.inishbofin.com),
www.discoverireland.ie/islands

DID YOU KNOW? An inspiration

not only for artists, several films and
documentaries have been filmed on
Inishbofin, which include, ‘Sailing to an
Island’ (Alan Moloney), ‘Desecration’
(Neville Presho), 'Inisairc, Bas Oiledin’
(Kieran Concannon) and ‘Sailing

to an Island’ (Kevin Sheldon).

P.25 www.discoverireland.ie/islands

INISHBOFIN

Vibrant, dramatic and ready to explore

Traditional music is integral to many islands but, on
Inishbofin it comes into its own. This, after all, is an island
with its own Céili band, where several islanders have released
CDs across a range of genres. Visiting musicians and artists
regularly cross over for ‘Bofin Trad’ - the summertime
sessions are very special as music is the heartbeat of
Inishbofin. If you like a tune, you'll love Inishbofin.

The island itself, of course, has been visited for ages. Many of its monastic sites are associated
with Saint Colman, and ancient chapels and holy wells contain the memories of an early
Christian settlement. Then there is the star-shaped Cromwell’s Barracks, in which Catholic
clergy were once imprisoned. Many more historical sites are also to be found around the
island including a Bronze Age settlement.

@ Overnight stay







39 Dénlann Yawl Art Gallery Owenduff, Tonragee, Achill Island, 00353-98-36137 | gallery@achillpainting.com www.achillpainting.com

Gallery & Coffee Shop Co. Mayo
41 McDowells Hotel And Adventure Slieve Mor Road, Keel, Achill Island, 00353-90-6494801 | mcdowellshotel@eircom.net www.achill-leisure.ie
Activity Centre Co. Mayo
42 O'Malley's Island Bike hire Keel, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-43125 | jomalley@eircom.net
Sports Bike Hire
43 WindWise Watersports | Adventure Keel, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 00353-86-4023068 | info@windwise.ie www.windwise.ie
Events
Map | Name Type Address Tel Email Web
Dining/Pub
44 Blackfield Coffee & Café Closhreid, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 00353-87-2495175 | info@blackfield.com www.blackfield.com
Dessert House
46 Zamba Nightclub Nightclub Keel, Achill, Co. Mayo 00353-98-43108 | achillheadhotel@eircom.net www.achillheadhotel.ie
47 The Beehive Craft & Café + craft | Keel, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 0035398-43134
Coffee Shop
48 Calvey's Restaurant Restaurant Keel, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 00353-098-43158
49 Chalet Seafood Restaurant Keel, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-43157
Restaurant
45 The Cottage Coffee Café Crumpaun, Keel, Achill Island, Co. 00353-98-43908 | achillfinedining@eircom.net www.ferndale-achill.com
Shop Mayo.
50 Gieltys Clew Bay Restaurant Dooagh, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-43119 info@gieltys.com www.gieltys.com
51 Masterson's Bar Bar Dugort, Achill Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-47216 mastersonsgoldenstrand@live.ie
Clare Island Visitor Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-26525 cliaracdp@eircom.net www.clare-island.org
Development Group Information
Accommodation
1 Bayview Hotel Hotel Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-26307 carlogradyci@eircom.net
6 Cois Abhainn B&B B&B The Quay, Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-26216
4 Granuaile B&B B&B Capnagower, Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-26250 | info@granuailehouse.net www.granuailehouse.net
3 O'Gradys Guesthouse Guesthouse | Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-22991 info@ogradysguesthouse.com www.ogradysguesthouse.com
2 Seabreeze B&B The Quay, Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-26746

Activities

8 Ballytoughey Loom Weaving Ballytoughey, Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-25800 | bethmoran@eircom.net www.clareisland.info/loom

7 Clare Island Yoga Retreat Clare Island, Co. Mayo 00353-98-25412 | bookings@yogaretreats.ie www.yogaretreats.ie
Retreat Centre centre




Inishbofin Community
Centre

Visitor
information/
activites

Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway

00353-95-458611

bofindev@eircom.net

www.inishbofin.com

Accommodation

1 Dolphin Hotel Hotel Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45991 info@dolphinhotel.ie www.dolphinhotel.ie

2 Doonmore Hotel Hotel Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45804, | info@doonmorehotel.com www.doonmorehotel.com
45814

3 Inishbofin Island Hostel | Hostel Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45855 | enquiries@inishbofin-hostel.ie www.inishbofin-hostel.ie

4 Inishbofin House Hotel | Hotel Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45809 info@inishbofinhouse.com www.inishbofinhouse.com

5 Middlequarter Self catering | Knock, Inishbofin, Co. Galway 00353-95-45849 mmschofieldohalloran@yahoo.ie

Activities
6 Islands West Diving/ Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-87-2227098 | info@islandswest.ie www.islandswest.ie
Island
hopping
7 Bofin Angling Angling/ Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45974 www.bofinangling.com
Island
hopping
8 Inishbofin Cycle Hire Bike hire Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45833
9 Inishbofin Heritage Museum Old Pier, Inishbofin, Co. Galway 00353-95-45950
Museum
11 Farmers Market Market Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45842 marylav@eircom.net
Michael Gibbons Guided Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-21379
walks
Connemara Safari Walking/ Sky Road, Clifden, Co. Galway 00353-95-21071 bookings@walkingconnemara. www.walkingconnemara.com
Island com
hopping
(Inishbofin,
Inisturk,
Clare)
Map | Name Type Address Tel Email Web
Dining/Pub
10 Day's Bar Bar Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45829
15 Dolphin Hotel Restaurant Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45991
16 Doonmore Hotel Bar/ Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45804, | info@doonmorehotel.com www.doonmorehotel.com
Restaurant 45814
17 Inishbofin House Hotel | Restaurant Inishbofin Island, Co. Galway 00353-95-45809 | info@inishbofinhouse.com www.inishbofinhouse.com




Map ‘ Name Type Address Tel Email Web
Dining/Pub
20 Pier House Restaurant Restaurant Kilronan, Inis Mor, Co. Galway 00353-99-61811
21 Lios Aengus Café, Café Kilronan, Inis Mor, Co. Galway 00353-99-61030
Kilronan:
22 Ostéan Arann Restaurant Kilronan, Inis Mor, Co. Galway 00353-99-61104
23 An tSean Cheibh Restaurant Kilronan, Inis Mor, Co. Galway 00353-99-61228
24 Mainistir House Hostel | Restaurant Kilronan, Inis Mor, Co. Galway 00353-99-61169 www.obrienline.com
25 An Sunda Caoch Café Café Kilmurvey, Inis Mor, Co, Galway 00353-99-61983
26 Tigh Nan Phaidi Restaurant Kilmurvey, Inis Mor, Co, Galway 00353-87-7473935 www.aranfisherman.com

Travel

27 Aer Arann Islands Flight Connemara, Co, Galway 00353-91-593034 | info@aerarannislands.ie www.aerarannislands.ie
service

28 Aran Doolin Ferries Ferry service | Doolin, Co. Clare 00353-65-7074455 | doolinferries@eircom.net www.doolinferries.com

29 Doolin Ferries Ltd

Ferry service

Doolin, Co. Clare

00353-65-7075555

info@doolinferry.com

www.obrienline.com

30 Doolin2Aran Ferries

Ferry service

Doolin, Co. Clare

00353-65-7075949

info@doolin2aranferries.ie

www.doolin2aranferries.com

31 Island Ferries Teo Ferry service | Rossaveal, Co. Galway 00353-91-568903 | mailto:islandferries@eircom.net | www.aranislandferries.com
Accommodation
1 An Ddn B&B Inis Medin, Co. Galway 00353-99 73047 anduninismeain@eircom.net www.inismeainaccommodation.
com
2 Creig Mér B&B Inis Medin, Co. Galway 00353-99-73012
3 Inis Medin Restaurant Luxury Inis Medin, Co. Galway 00353-86-8266026 | post@inismeain.com www.inismeain.com
& Suites accomm.
4 Ostén Inis Meain Hotel Inis Medin, Co. Galway 00353-99-73020 | bernieinismeain@aol.com
5 Tig Conghaile B&B Moore Village, Inis Meain, Co. Galway | 00353-99-73085 | bbinismeain@eircom.net

Activities
6 Inis Medin Knitwear Knitwear Inis Medin, Co. Galway 00353-99-73009 inis@inismeain.com www.inismeain.com
Company company
14 Bike Hire Inis Medin Bike hire Inis Meédin, Co. Galway 00353-86 3789734
15 Turas ar Inis Meéin Bus hire/ Inis Meéin, Co. Galway 00353-87-2482637
tour
Comharchumann Inis Visitor Inis Medin, Co. Galway 00353-99-73010 | ccimeain@indigo.ie
Meéin (Island Co-op) Information




12 Tigh Ruairf Pub & Inis Ofrr, Co. Galway 00353-99-75002 www.strand-house-inisheer-aran.
dining ie/index.html

Travel

8 Siob an Phobail Transport/ Cleas Teo, Inis Oirr, Co. Galway 00353-99-75979 cleas@utvinternet.com
taxi

20 Aer Arann Islands Flight Connemara, Co, Galway 00353-91-593034 | info@aerarannislands.ie www.aerarannislands.ie
service

16 Aran Doolin Ferries Ferry service | Doolin, Co. Clare 00353-65-7074455 | doolinferries@eircom.net www.doolinferries.com

17 Doolin Ferries Ltd Ferry service | Doolin, Co. Clare 00353-65-7075555 | info@doolinferry.com www.obrienline.com

18 Doolin2Aran Ferries Ferry service | Doolin, Co. Clare 00353-65-7075949 | info@doolin2aranferries.ie www.doolin2aranferries.com

19 Island Ferries Teo Ferry service | Rossaveal, Co. Galway 00353-91-568903 | mailto:islandferries@eircom.net www.aranislandferries.com

Travel

1

Angling/Ferry service

Inis Bigil,
Co. Mayo

00353-98-45513

www.southaran.com

SOUTH WEST ISLANDS

BERE ISLAND (MAP REF 15) PAGE 37

Bere Island Projects
Group

Visitor
Information

Community Centre, Bere Island,
Co. Cork

00353-2775099

bereisle@eircom.net

www.bereisland.net

Homes

Accommodation

5 Admiral's House Self catering | Lawrence Cove, Bere Island, Co. Cork 00353-27-75213 info@visitbereisland.com www.visitbereisland.com

4 Ardagh Holiday Village | Self catering | Lawrence Cove, Bere Island, Co. Cork 00353-21-275176 | info@dreamireland.com www.dreamireland.com

2 Bere Island Holiday Self catering | Ardagh, Bere Island, Co. Cork 00353-27-75995 info@bereislandholidayhomes. www.bereislandholidayhomes.

com

com

Laurence Cove Lodge

Lawrence Cove, Bere Island, Co. Cork

00353-27-75988

edel@bereislandlodge.com

www.bereislandlodge.com

trips

Activities

Sa Admiral's House Sailing | Sailing Lawrence Cove, Bere Island, Co. Cork 00353-27-75213 info@visitbereisland.com www.visitbereisland.com
School School

15 Bere Island Bike Hire Bike hire Lawrence Cove, Bere Island, Co. Cork 00353-27-75988 edel@bereislandlodge.com www.bereislandlodge.com

8a Bere Island Ferries Boat hire/ Ferry Lodge, Bere Island Co. Cork 00353-86-2423140 | biferry@eircom.net

www.bereislandferry.com




3 Cluain Mara

B&B

North Harbour, Cape Clear Island,
Co. Cork

00353-28-39153

codriscoll@eircom.net

www.capeclearisland.com

5 O'Driscoll Holiday
Cottage

Self catering

North Harbour, Cape Clear Island,
Co. Cork

00353-28-39153

codriscoll@eircom.net

www.capeclearisland.com

Activities
25 Baltimore Sea Safari Boat Hire/ Church Strand, Baltimore, Co. Cork. 00353-28-20753 info@baltimoreseasafari.ie www.baltimoreseasafari.ie
Trips
24 Cailin Oir Ferries Themed Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-39159 info@cailinoirr.com www.cailinoirr.com
boat tours
& cruises
8 Cape Clear Heritage Heritage Oilean Chléire, an Sciobairin, Co. Cork | 00353-28-39119 ccteo@iol.ie www.oilean-chleire.ie
Centre centre/
museum
6 Cape Clear Island Adventure Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-39198 lasmuigh@eircom.net www.lasmuigh.ie
Adventure Centre centre
7 Cape Clear Maritime Heritage Oileén Chléire, an Sciobairin, Co. Cork | 00353-28-41976
Centre/lonad Mara centre/
Chléire museum
9 Cape Clear Bird Observatory/ | Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-39181 info@birdwatchireland.ie www.birdwatchireland.ie
Observatory & Hostel hostel
13 Cléire Goats Open farm | Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-39126 goat@iol.ie
14 Colaiste Ciaran Irish Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 00353-21-4821116 | gaelteo@eircom.net
language
learning
15 Colaiste Phobal Chléire | Irish Oileén Chléire, an Sciobairin, Co. Cork | 00353-28-39119 ccteo@iol.ie www.oilean-chleire.ie
language
learning
16 MVS Gaisceanan Boat hire/ Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-39182 comolane@eircom.net
trips
26 Library Internet North Harbour, Cape Clear Island, 00353-28-39119 ccteo@iol.ie www.oilean-chleire.ie
access Co. Cork
Map | Name Type Address Tel Email Web
Dining/Pub
17 Ciaran Danny Mike's Bar/ Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-39153 codriscoll@eircom.net www.capeclearisland.com
restaurant
18 Cotter's Bar/ North Harbour, Cape Clear Island, 00353-28-39153 codriscoll@eircom.net www.capeclearisland.com
restaurant Co. Cork
19 An Siopa Beag Grocery North Harbour, Cape Clear Island, 00353-28-39099 neil@siopabeag.ie www.siopabeag.ie
shop/café Co. Cork
20 Sean Rua's Restaurant Restaurant North Harbour, Cape Clear Island, 00353-28-39099 neil@siopabeag.ie www.siopabeag.ie

Travel

Co. Cork

" Paddy Wagon Tours

Vintage
tractor tour

Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork

00353-28-39101




3 Islander's Rest Hotel Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-20116 info@islandersrest.ie www.islandersrest.ie
4 Windhoek B&B/ Self Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-20275
catering

Activities
5 Horseshoe Cottage Yacht Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-20598 | joe@gannetsway.com
charter
6 Packard Gallery Art gallery Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-28 20336 kgpackard@eircom.net
7 Rib Rides Boat hire/ Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-20116
trips
8 Sherkin Island Guided Guided Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-87-7715862 | karen.mould@gmail.com
Walks walks
9 Summer Art Courses Art courses | Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-87-8319929 | cora_collins@eircom.net www.sherkinart.com
Map | Name Type Address Tel Email Web
Dining/Pub
10 Jolly Roger Restaurant Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-20379
1 Tigin Coffee Sherkin Island, Co. Cork
shop/crafts

Travel

12 Rural Transport Bus hire Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-86-0431956

13 Sherkin Ferry Boat trips/ Sherkin Island, Co. Cork 00353-28-20218 www.sherkinisland.eu/ferry
Ferry service

14 Ten Island Tours

Boat tours/
cruises

Sherkin Island, Co. Cork

00353-87-2638470

sherkinferry@gmail.com

www.tenislandtours.com

INISH BEG

Accommodation

Inish Beg Self Catering
Holiday Cottages &
Homes

Self
Catering/
watersports

Baltimore, Co. Cork

00353-28-21745

bookings@inishbeg.com

www.inishbeg.com






















Failte Ireland,
Amiens Street, Dublin 1

Tel: 1890 525 525 / +353 1 884 7700
Fax: +353 1 855 6821

www.failteireland.ie
www.discoverireland.ie





